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CroxeT: VII 3acegaHve MexayHapoaHOro ANCKYCCMOHHOrO kiyba «Banpaid»

YyacTHuku knyba «Bangan>» cnopsaT, npepgonpeneneH num
aBTOopuTapusMm B Poccum

Tennoxop «KpoHwTtaar» (p. CBupb, JleHuHrpaackass obn.), 1 ceH — PWA Hosoctu. lNepBoe 3acepaHue
OMCKYCCMOHHOTO Kknyba «Banpaii» C yyacTMeM COTHM 3apybeXxXHbIX M OTEYECTBEHHbIX MOSIMTONIOFOB Ha
Tennoxoae «KpoHwWTaaT» Ha peke CBMPb B JIEHNHIpaAckor 061acT Hauanocb B cpeay ¢ 0bCyxaeHus Bomnpoca,
Kyaa aBmxetcs Poccus n Hackonbko ee UCTopust onpeaenseT byayliee.

B paMKax HblHELUHEro, y)Xe cefbMoro no cyeTy, CleTa BeAylUMX YYEHbIX, HOPUCTOB, XXYPHANMCTOB M3 nopsiaka
15 cTpaH, Ha3BaHHOro MO MeCTy MNPOBEAEHMS MEPBOro Takoro dopyMma, 3anyweHa nporpaMMa «MHpekc
Bangas». Ee 3apaya — He oueHmBaTb Poccuio, He cpaBHMBATL €€ C APYrMMKU CTpaHaMm, Takummn kak Kutaii unm
CLLUA, a noHsTb, UTO ee XAeT Aanblue. [ns Hadvana cpeay yYaCTHUKOB MPOBEAEH OMPOC MHEHWIA O TOM, Kak
M3MEHWMACb CTpaHa 3a MpOLUeALniA rof, YTobbl MpoaHanMavMpoBaTb CUTYaUMIO U MPeACTaBUTb MOJSTyYEHHbIE
[aHHble npeMbep-MUHUCTPY PO.

3acefaHnsi MexayHapoAHOro AMCKYCCMOHHOro knyba «Banpait» opraHuzoBaHbl PMA HoBOCTM COBMECTHO C
CoBETOM MO BHEWHEN M O6O0POHHOM MONUTUKE, XypHanamu «Russia Profile.org», «Poccusi B rno6anbHoi
nonuTuke» u rasetor «The Moscow News». 3apaua knyba — chopMUMpOBaHWE MEXAyHAPOAHONM 3KCMEepPTHOM
MnowWaakn, Ha KOTOpoW Beaywume 3apybexHble cneuuanuctel no Poccun MoryT nonyuutb Havbonee
ABTOPUTETHYIO M AOCTOBEPHYIO MHGOPMaLMIO O pasBUTUM CTpaHbl M O6LECTBA OT BeAylUMX MNpeacTaBUTeneit
POCCUIACKOM 3NTbI KaK B LIEHTPE, TaK U B PErMOHAX.

B yacTHOCTM, Ha NEPBOV CECCUM OXXMBIIEHHDIN CMOP BO3HMK OTHOCMTENbHO MCTOPUYECKON NpeaonpeaeneHHOCTH
pa3BUTMSI POCCUMCKOro rocyAapcTBa. BbiCkasblBasiocb MHEHME O TOM, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha BCE MEPEMEHbI, eCTb Y
Poccumn TakvMe KOHCTaHTbI, KOTOPblE HE MEHSIOTC W MPEoAoneTb MX ChodkHO. OaHa M3 HWMX 3TO TO, 4YTO B
06LIeCTBE COXpaHSIETCS TpaavuMs eAMHOBNACTMS KakK OCHOBHOMO 3/IEMEHTa, MO3BOMSIOWEro pelaTb
rnobanbHble 3aA4ayn rocyfapcTBa, a BTOpas CBsi3aHa C OFPOMHOW TeppUTOpUEN, KIMMATUYECKMMMU YCIIOBUSIMU,
BHEWHNMM Yrpo3aMu, psiAoOM BHYTPEHHMX (PaKTOpOB, NMILABILUMX JilOAEN CTUMyna K MNpPOM3BOACTBEHHOM
JEeSITENbHOCTY.

M0 MHEHWUIO OAHUX YYACTHMKOB BCTPEYM, 3TO M OMpeAensieT YepTbl PYCCKOrO HALMOHASIbHOrO XapakTepa, TO
€CTb FOTOBHOCTb «TEPMETb, HO HUYErO He AenaTb, YTO6bl YTO-TO UCMPaBUTL». ITO, Kak 6bifo Cka3aHo B XoAe
AMCKYCCWM, U NMECCMMU3M, U TOTOBHOCTb K TOMY, UTO /y4lle B Poccumn He ByaeT, 6yAeT TONbKO XyXe.

OnHAKo BOKPYr 3TOrO YTBEPXKAEHWS U BO3HUK/M CMOPbI, BbICKA3biBA/IMCb BO3PAXEHMS MPOTUB UCTOPUYECKOrO
atanusma Poccun. Ha camMoM aene, ckasan OAvH M3 MOJIMTOMON0B, POCCUMCKMIA HApOA 3a AEMOKPATMIO, HO OH
NpoTMB 6ecrnopsiika, a NpUBbIYHOE OTCYTCTBME CTPEMIIEHMS NoAelt K Tpyay CTano CNeAcTBUEM KPEMOCTHOro
npasa.

TeM He MeHee, KakK CUMTAlOT HEKOTOPbIE YUYACTHMKM AMCKYCCUM, OCHOBbI AJ11 aBTOPUTApHON CUCTEMbI B Poccum
OCTalOTCA, HECMOTpPS Ha MOMUTUYECKME M DKOHOMUYECKME MepeMeHbl, M ecTb ABa nytM — nubo K
nubepanusaummn, nM60 K «3aKpyuymBaHUIO raek». BcneacTBMe uHepuMn B UCTOpUM  Poccuio  HENerko
TpaHCchopMUPOBaTh B AEMOKpATMYECKOe O6LLECTBO. HO 3TO HE 3HAuYuT, UTO HEBO3MOXHO, C 3TUM COMNMACHbI
OYeHb MHOMME «BanaaLbl».

Tak, OTMETUN OAMH W3 HWX, Ha BCEM MPOTSHKEHUM UCTOpUM ANs PoccuM CyllecTBoBana oaHa npobnemMa —
060poHa, yrposa u3BHe. Ceilyac BCE M3MEHMSIOCb, MOCKOSbKY EBpona ycTana OT BOMH M B MMpe MOsIBUNIOCh
sAepHoe opyxue. 3To Aano Takue nepemMeHbl POCCUM, KOTOPbIE B HEW elle He OLEHUIIN.

C Opyrovi CTOPOHbI, M3MEHEHWS NPOUCXOANT M Ha 3anaje, CYMTAOT MOSIMTONIONN, U HeNb3sl NPeACTaBNATb cebe
Poccuio 1 3anagHble CTpaHbl Kak «4YTO-TO HEU3MEHHOe». MHOMMe MOSIMTONOMN BCE XKE HE COMHEBAKOTCSH, YTO
Poccus ctana OTKpbITOM CTpaHOi, MHPOPMUMPOBAHHOM, HO NMpU 3TOM Hernpeackasyemoi. Ecnn Poccust u EBpona
6yayT pewatb o06wMe npobneMbl BMeCTe, TO HE HYXHO O6yaeT onacaTbCs 3a norsoweHne Poccun
aBTOPUTapM3MOM.
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YuacTtHukmn «Bangas» B xoge paboTbl kiyba nocetat Banaam n Kumku, 4to no3BoamT ux 6mxe no3HaKOMUTLCS
¢ Poccueit, ee ncropuein n KynbTypoil.
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CroxeT: VII 3acegaHve MexayHapoaHOro ANMCKYCCMOHHOrO kiyba «Banpaid»

YyacTtHuku knyba «Banpgan>» o6cyannu copmaT oTHoweHnin Poccum ¢
EBpocoro3zomM

Tennoxop «KpoHwTtaar» (OHexckoe o03epo, JleHnHrpaackast obnacte), 3 ceH — PUA HoBOCTW. Y4YaCTHMKM
MEXAYHapOAHOro AWMCKYCCUOHHOrO Knyba «Banpgai» MnOCBATMAIM TPETUA AeHb CBOWMX AMCKYCCUIA BOMpOCaM
MCTOPUYECKOrO NpoLwIoro Poccum 1 noucky onTuManbHOro ¢opmaTa oTHoweHui PO ¢ Esponeiickum Coto3oM
(EC).

UneHbl knyba, 06beanHAIOWEro 3KCNepToB Mo Poccum M3 pasHbIX CTpaH, KaXabli rof 3HaKOMSITCS C XKM3HbIO
ele ogHoro cybbekTta PO. B 3TOM rogy oHM coBepluatoT Ha 6opTy Tennoxofa «KpoHWTaaT» Kpyu3 rno pekam u
o3epaM JleHWHrpaackoin obnactu.

BONbLWMHCTBO POCCUMCKUX YHACTHUKOB MpW3HanM, YTO MPaKTUYeCcKu BCe CTpaHbl EBPOMbI, 3a OYeHb peakumm
UCKITIOYEHMSIMM, HECYT CBOIO 0/II0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTY 3a yTBepxzaeHve B EBpone ToTanvTapusma nocne Bropoi
MWUPOBOW BOWHBI.

Mpeacenatens npesmavyma CoBeTa MO BHELIHEW M 060poHHON nonuTuke (CBOM) Cepreit KaparaHoB npussan
npeacTaBUTeNen Bcex cTpaH EBpOnbl «MOXOPOHUTL TOTANMTApU3M» Ha KOHTMHEHTE, B TOM YuC/ie U Ans Toro,
«YyT10bbI 3TOT MOHCTpP HE BO3poansiCcAa B A3nm».

BblpaGOTKa COBMECTHbIX MOoAxXoA0B K MpoWw/ioMy npu3HaHa y4aCTHMKaMW 3acefaHus HGOﬁXOﬂMMbIM yCnoBueM
Ans Toro, 4ytobbl caenaTb peasibHOCTbIO «anbsHC EBpoMbI» — MpPOEKT OCHOB coTpyaHudectBa Poccum mn EC,
aHanUTUYeCKuUi AoKNIaz O KOTOPOM NpeacTaBuan coTpyaHuku CBOT.

DTOT NPOEKT OCHOBaH Ha «AeMUAMTapu3aLmum» OTHoweHWn Poccum n EC. B 06MeH Ha HepaclwmpeHue anbsiHca
HATO Ha Tepputopuio YkpauHy 1 'py3uu, cornacHo npoekTy, ctpaHbl EC mornm 66l nonyunTb cornacme Poccum
Ha uHTerpaumio ¢ EC, ceoboay npeanpuHUMATENbCKOM AeSTENbHOCTM POCCUMCKMX KOMMAHMIM U KOMMAHUIA CTpaH
EC Ha npoctpaHcTBe bonbLuoii EBponbi.

[Joknag CBOIN Bbi3Ban 60/bLION MHTEPEC Y YYAaCTHMKOB 3aceflaHusl, XOTS YneH knyba xoH MuT, 3aH1MatoLmi
MocT rnaBbl €BPOMNENCKON pedakummn xypHana Economist, B MHTepBbio PUA HOBOCTM Bblpa3un COMHEHWE B
rotoBHOCTU cTpaH EC oTkasaTbCs MyCTb AaXKe M OT JaneKo MepcrnekTvBbl BKKOYEHUS YKpauHbl U py3un B
HATO.

3amecTuTenb AMpeKTopa MOUTMYECKMX uccnepoBaHuin CBOM Amutpuin CycnoB, co CBOeW CTOPOHbI, OTMETWN
«HearpeccuBHOCTb MoBefeHus» Poccun B MOCneAHue rofbl, NOAYEpKHYB, UYTO 3TOT aKT AO/MKEH caenaTb
HEHY>KHbIM MpOAOKAIOLWMECS MO UHEPLIMKM NONbITKKU pacwmperns HATO.

«Ecnu 6bl arpeccnBHOCTE Poccun pocna, Kak yTBEpXKAAT KPUTUMKM MOAMTUKM MOCKBbI, Poccust He BbICTynana
6bl 3a cTaTyc kBO B EBpone u 3a coxpaHeHue CyLecTBYIOWMX HOPM MeXAyHapoAHOro npasa», — OTMETUI
Cycnos.

3acefaHnsi MexayHapoAaHOro AMCKYCCMOHHOro knyba «Banpait» opraHuzoBaHbl PMA HoBOCTM COBMECTHO C
CoBETOM NO BHELUHEW 1 0BOPOHHOW MONUTHKE, XYypHanamu Russia Profile, «Poccusi B rnobanbHoM NonMTUKE» U
razeton The Moscow News. 3agava knyba — ¢opMUPOBaAHME MEXAYHApOAHOW 3KCMEpPTHOM MnolaakM, Ha
KOTOpon Beaywme 3apybexHble cneuuanuctel no Poccum MoryT nonyunTb Hamboree aBTOPUTETHYIO U
[IOCTOBEPHYI0 MHC(OPMaLMIO O Pa3BUTUM CTPaHbl M O6LLECTBa OT BeAylMX NPeacTaBUTENEN POCCUIACKON 3MUTHI
KaK B LIEHTpe, TaK U B pernoHax.
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Poccuiickas raseta (deaepanbHblii BbINyck)
NC 5277 ot 3 ceHTs6ps 2010 r.
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EBrenuit LWectakos
Kyna nJjbiBeT Kopa6nb

Banpaickui kny6 o6cyann pocCMMCKYO UCTOPUIO U MOAEPHU3ALUIO

«3TO BecbMa CMeNbli CO CTOPOHblI OpPraHM3aTopoB LWAr cobpaTb NoAel C TakMMKU MPOTMBOMOMOXHbBIMU
B3rNsAaMM Ha OAHOM Kopabne», — nollytTun npodgeccop poccuiickol uctopunm B JIOHAOHCKOW LLKONE
3KOHOMUKM [JOMUHUKK JIMBEH.

BrnipoueM, 6pUTaHCKMIA yYacTHUK Banpaiickoro kny6a AOBOMBHO TOYHO BbIpasui CyTb TEX AMCKYCCUIA, KOTOpbIE
COCTOS/IMCh Ha Tennoxoae «KpoHwwTaaT», cneayouleM ot MNetepbypra B Kuxkn v aanee Ha Banaam. To, uto
6eccMeHHbIN npeacedaTenb GopyMa AekaH ¢akynbTeTa MUPOBOM 3KOHOMMKM M MUPOBOW MOAUTMKK TY —
Bbicwas Wwkona skoHoMukn Cepreit KaparaHoB Ha3Bas €MKO M MPOCTO: «MHTESIEKTyaNlbHOe NMUPLLIECTBO.

Coyupeantenu «Bangas» — PUA HoBocth n COBET MO BHELIHEN U OBOPOHHONM MOMWUTUKE PELIWA, KaK U B
NpOLLSIOM roAy, NPOBECTU o4epefHoe 3acefaHue knyba Ha Bode. YYacTHMKaM BCTpeYn, KoTopas NPOAInTCs Ao
7 ceHTsI6psl, NpeanoXXeHa MakcMMasnbHO «KOH(MMKTHas» noBecTka AHsA. Obwas tema — «Poccus: Uctopus u
6yayuwee passutme». MonnMTonoram u XXypHanucrtam nNpeacTtouT pacCMOTPETb MPUYMHBI KOHLUEHTPaUunM BNactv B
Hallei CTpaHe, pa3obpaTbCs C €e UCTOpUEN, OLEHUTb MEPCNEKTUBbI MOAEPHM3ALUMM, BbISICHUTb, Kak Mockse
CTPOUTb CBOM OTHOLUEHWS C COceasMM M3 GNIMXKHEro 3apybexbsi. M 3To nvwb Manasi YacTb HaMeyeHHOM
NMOBECTKN OHS.

OxwupaeTcs, 4To B NSTHMUY npodeccop KaparaHoB NpeactaBUT aHaNIUTUMUECKMI [OKIaA MeXAyHapoaHOro
JINCKYCCUOHHOTO Knyba «Banpai» noa HasBaHueM «K coto3y EBponbi». A no3gHoO BevepoM B cpedy B «[WcKo-
b6ape» Tennoxoda YieH M MOXWU3HEHHBLIM cekpeTapb (paHLy3cko Akagemum Hayk IneH Kapep Aa,AHKOC
rpoBesia Npe3eHTaLUmMi0 CBOEN HOBOW KHUMM «Pycckas 6efia. 9cce 0 NOIMTUUYECKOM YOUIACTBE.

Brepsble B knybe, cobpaslueM B 3TOM rogy cebiwe 30 poccuitckmnx M noyt 40 MHOCTPaHHBIX YYacTHMKOB, Bblia
3anylleHa HoBasi MporpaMMa, MonyuuBlUasl Ha3BaHue «MHaekc Bangas». STOT 3MEKTPOHHbLIA NMPOEKT CTaBUT
Lenblo MOMy4YUTb OTBETHI MHTENNEKTYyanbHOW 3NWTbl Ha AEBATb BOMPOCOB, BAMSIOWMX Ha pa3BuTue Poccuw.
Wtorn storo «couonpoca» 6yayT npeacTaBneHbl B XOAE€ BCTPeYM npeactaBuTenen knyba ¢ npeMbepoM
Brnagumupom [NyTUHBIM.

Mo npaBunam opyMa YYaCTHUKOB AMCKYCCMOHHBIX CECCMM MOXHO LIMTMPOBATb B Mpecce, HO 6e3 yka3aHusi
aBTOPOB BbLICTYM/IEHMIA. DTa CxeMa AaeT BO3MOXHOCTb «BafjailamM» BECTU AManor B CBOOOAHOM pexuMe.
OT3bIBasicb 06 nTorax nepeoro AHs paboTbl kKnyba, npakTnyeckn Bce Mon cobecegHMKM 0603HAUMAM UX OOHUM
CMIOBOM «neccummnam», Bnpouem, HemeUkuid nonutonor AnekcaHap Pap, 4Tobbl TouHee 06bACHUTL «PI» cBoe
OTHOLLEHME K BbICKA3aHHbIM Konneramm uaesaM, nobaswn K CMOBY NECCMMU3M eMKOoe onpefeneHve —
«3annCHOM MM TPaAVLMOHHBIN»,

B kauecTBe HarnsgHoW WAMIOCTpauuM K MEPBOMY [HIO [AUCKYCCMM, MOCBSILLEHHOM POCCMACKOW WCTOpUM U
nepcrnekTMBaM MOAEpHM3auuW, [OMPEKTOP POCCMUCKMX W asuaTckMx nporpamMMm  WHCTUTyTa  MMpoBOR
6e3onacHocTu CLUA Hukonait 3nobuH pacckasan «PI» o6 ogHOM ciydae 13 CBoel XM3HWU. Heckosnbko neT Hasag
rpynna 3KCnepToB, HbIHELWHUX y4acTHMKOB Banpaickoro knyba, cobpanack Ha BeuepuHKy. Cpeau ee rocrten
6bIMM KaK amepuKkaHubl, TaK M pycckue. bamxe K HOYM, Kak BOAWUTCS, 3aKOHYMIIOCh CMMPTHOE. AMepuKaHLb
HeMeANeHHO NpeanoXunn cberatb B COCEAHWM MarasvH — [0 €ero 3aKpblTusi ocTaBanock MUHYT 10. «Mbl
ycneem», — ybexxaanu oHM cobpaBLumMxcst rocteir. Ho pycckve MM onnoHvpoBanu: «He Hago Hukyza 6exarts,
Bbl He ycrieeTe». [loka LWna AWCKYCCUMS MECCUMUCTOB M OMTUMMUCTOB, MaraswH, pasyMmeercs, 3akpbincs. U ans
NpOAOIIHKEHUS 3acTonbsi MOTPeboBanock ropa3ao 6osblie ycunuii, YeM B ciiydae, ecim 6bl Bo3obnazana Touka
3PEHUSI aHINIOCaKCOoB.

Ha 3Ty ocobeHHOCTb pOCCMIACKOro nmoaxofa Ha 3acefiaHuu Bangaiickoro knyba obpallanu BHMMaHUME MHOrve
MHOCTPaHHbIE YYaCTHUKK. PoccUICKME MONMTONOrM B 60siee MpayHbIX KpackaxX AaBajii OUEHKW UCTOPUYECKUM
nepcrnekTMBaM. Mo MX MHeHWo, «nosvums Poccun B 6navkaiwve 20-25 net 6ydeT onpeaensTbCs KOHLOM
NpexHen MMnepun 1 NocieacTBUsIMU 3TOrO KOHLA». BripoueMm, cylectBoBana v apyrast Touka 3peHus: «Poccum
HeobxoamMMo 60poTbCs MPOTMB MCTOpMYECKOro datanmamMa», a CylwecTByloWas uHepums B obliectBe HOCUT
[IO/TTOCPOYHbIN, HO HEe BEeYHbIA XapakTep. «HoBoe mnokoneHwe 6onblle He HOCUT XaHa baTbis B cebe», —
06pa3HO BbIpa3nCa oaMH N3 y4acTHMKOB Kiyba.
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YTo KacaeTcs MepcreKkTUB MOAEPHM3aUMKM, TO 3[EeCb TOYKM 3pEHWsl pa3faenvnuncb. MHorme poccuiickue
YYacTHMKM TOBOPWM O TOPMOXXEHMWM 3TOrO MPOLECCa, OTCYTCTBUMMU AN HEro HeobXoauMbiX YCNOBMiA. OHuU
npeanaranM BPEMEHHO OTKa3aTbCs OT 3TOr0 TepMUMHA W «HaKaniuBaTb CW/bl», BKIaAblBas CPeAcTBa B
«0bydyeHne Monoaexu Ans 6yaywmx MoaepHu3auui». MHOCTpaHUbl OKas3anucb, Kak W MpefckasbiBa
npeacenatens Banpalickoro kny6a Cepreii KaparaHoB, 60/bIUNMKM ONTUMUCTAMU B OTHOLLEHUWM MOAEPHU3ALIUN.
C MX TOUKM 3pEHUsl, «POCCUMICKAs MHTENIMIEHUMS AO/HKHA MpeanaraTb, Kak WATW Bnepea». A B KadyecTBe
NepBoro Lara K 6yayleMy pasBUTUIO POCCUSIHE AOSKHbI «MPEOAONETb MMy6OKME COMHEHWUS B BO3MOXHOCTSAX
CBOEWN CTpaHbI».
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The Storm of History

The Valdai Club Looked into Russia’s Past to Question Its Current Modernization
Slogans

By Andrei Zolotov, Jr., Russia Profile

A storm on Russia’s northwestern Lake Onega began to seriously rock the five-deck riverboat “Kronstadt” last
Thursday, just as the boat’s travelling party of some 90 Russia experts from around the world brainstormed
whether Russia should move “forward to Asia” or “backward to Europe.” While participants continued to debate
within the wider context of “Russia’s history and future development,” which was the topic of this year’s session
of the Valdai Discussion Club, some chairs in the hall fell down and the session leader made predictable jokes
about the stormy nature of the subject.

The discussion continued despite the rocking, as some participants busily filled out questionnaires. For the first
time in the history of the club, which was co-founded in 2004 by RIA Novosti, the Council on Foreign and
Defense Policy, Russia in Global Affairs magazine and Russia Profile, the participants came up with the Valdai
Index of Russia’s development. Four days later this index was presented to Prime Minister Vladimir Putin during
the traditional meeting in Sochi.

The expert panel’s conclusions are hardly satisfactory. According to the index, Russia is sliding into stagnation,
if it is not already there. Grading, which was on a ten-point scale, from minus five to five, and involved the
input of 25 experts, revealed that compared to 2009, Russia has slightly improved only on external factors. It
was given a “plus one” rating on both diplomatic activity and its role in providing regional and global security.
The country’s political system has worsened by one point. The remaining six aspects which the experts were
asked to evaluate — economic attractiveness, the vector of development of civilization and culture, openness to
the outside world, economic development and the human dimension — were overwhelmingly judged not to
have changed at all.

“Modernization continues to remain a slogan rather than a real political course,” said one of the commentaries
in the anonymous expert poll. While oil and gas continue to be the main sources of income, corruption persists
and innovation is “close to zero.” Russia can keep running like this for another ten to 15 years, but it will be an
“obvious regress,” — another expert said. The degradation of the political system, on the other hand, could put
the country’s much prized stability at risk.

The comments made in the anonymous poll reflected much of what was said during the panel discussions
onboard the boat, which were held under Chatham House rules. In the session on modernization there was
obvious consensus that modernization is hardly possible in the present conditions of corruption and a decline in
education. One of the group’s leaders suggested that, in order to prevent the term from being compromised in
the public's eyes, the government should drop the slogan and concentrate instead on dealing with the
consequences of Russia’s disastrous 20th century history, by building monuments to the victims of Soviet
repression and investing in human capital. In other words, adhering to Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s program of
“preserving the people.”

A sense of disillusionment with President Dmitry Medvedev as the perceived liberalizing force who could reverse
Putin’s authoritarian trends was also evident in the discussions.
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The Journey Beyond Gulag

The trip’s itinerary was very fitting for the conference’s theme of Russian history. The ship was meant to go
from the imperial capital of St. Petersburg to the Island of Kizhi, located in Lake Onega and famous for its 18th
century 22-domed wooden church. The original schedule also included a stop at the Valaam Archipelago in Lake
Ladoga, well-known for its large monastery. But because of the storm, the excursion to Valaam was replaced
with a stop on the Svir River, which connects lakes Onega and Ladoga. From there delegates went to the
nearby Holy Trinity Monastery, which is still in the process of being restored to its former beauty from its
Soviet-era incarnation as a prison-turned-psychiatric hospital. The ship stopped in the town of Svirstroi,
previously the site of one of many labor camps on the route from St. Petersburg to Kizhi. When on the first day
participants gathered for a lecture by St. Petersburg historian Anatoly Razumov, entitled “The Sites We Pass,”
most expected to hear about Peter the Great building his navy here and about the beauty of ancient churches.
Instead, they listened to a heart-breaking account of the gulag and the techniques used by the NKVD, including
gassing and shootings as well as burying many prisoners alive. Some participants argued that without a full
realization of Russia’s horrific past, without both figuratively and physically burying Lenin, Russia cannot move
forward. Others questioned what the country’s “national myth” would be if its history was thoroughly
condemned. For many, the answer was that Russian high culture could fill this role.

As is customary at Valdai sessions, the core group of political scientists, analytical journalists and former
politicians of different stripes, from leftwing to rightwing, was supplied with specialists on the topic discussed.
This year the conference included such renowned historians as Richard Pipes, Geoffrey Hosking and Dominic
Lieven from outside Russia, and Sergei Mironenko and Andrei Zubov on the domestic side. Zubov’s presentation
of the much-debated “Russian History: 20th Century” textbook he edited was for many the highlight of the
conference.

Pipes said he was surprised by the openness and quality of the discussion. "I was very impressed — first of all
with the freedom of the discussion,” said the Harvard University academic of Polish descent on the sidelines of
the conference. Known for his critical attitude toward Russia, he added that “The Russian participants were
more critical of the regime than the foreigners. Secondly, history was invoked — not as much as I had hoped,
but enough. It happens rarely, and the whole thing was at a very high level.”

Internal Debate and Outside Observers

Pipes was not the only one who noted that Russian participants were on the whole more critical than those
from other countries. “It was the first serious attempt on the part of Russian participants to understand and
debate in front of foreigners their own history, to not only answer emotionally — are we good, are we bad, why
are we so terrible? — but to actually say what parts of history were necessary, what parts can we learn from,”
said Toby Gati, a Russia specialist with the Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld law firm.

But Fiona Hill, director of the Center for the United States and Europe at Washington-based think tank
Brookings Institution, noted that there were in fact two separate dialogues. “Most of our Russian colleagues
were talking among themselves about the past and future of Russia, and the rest of us, foreigners, were
observing and making comments on intra-Russian dialogue,” Hill said in an interview. “It's extremely useful for
us to understand what the intra-Russian dialogue is, but it also means that we are outside observers and we
are not going to play that much of a role in this debate. Maybe it's not a bad realization for us at all.”

Although the discussants presented very divergent views, there were few moments when the debate became
really heated. One of the few memorable examples came when a liberal Russian participant strongly opposed a
Western political scientist of the so-called “realist” school, who said that the jailed tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky
should not be likened to the dissident physicist Andrei Sakharov.

Changing the Same

And as is the case with any discussion of Russian history, the underlying theme was whether Russia is capable
of change over centuries. One participant said in a private conversation that if the ever-skeptical Richard Pipes
said from the podium that Russia is changing, things must be really changing. Pipes confirmed this in an
interview. He said that discussions like Valdai, where people from extreme left to extreme right come to discuss
things, opposition rallies, no matter how small, and the government’s diverse reaction to them are meaningful.
He singled out the public campaign in defense of the Khimki forest and the Kremlin’s concessions to public
pressure as particularly important.



“The fact that the government yielded to public pressure is very unusual in Russia,” Pipes said, “I am not too
optimistic, I think it is a slow process, but things are moving right now in the right direction.”

After almost four days on the boat, the participants returned to St. Petersburg to hear an upbeat presentation
by the city governor Valentina Matviyenko. On Sunday, the group took the high speed train to Moscow and on
Monday, after an off-the-record meeting with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, whom participants deemed far
less confrontational than usual, flew to Sochi to meet Prime Minister Vladimir Putin.

Director of the Center for Russian, Eurasian and East European Studies at Georgetown University Angela Stent,
who is one of the founding members of the Valdai Discussion Club, said after the widely covered dinner with
Putin that the Russian leader appeared more at ease than in any of the previous six annual meetings of the
group, and is likely to stay in power.

“Looking at him and the body language, he obviously feels comfortable in the current situation. But we won't
rule out that he would run for president again,” Stent said in a telephone interview. She stressed that the
Russian leader was more positive than he had been in the past, whether speaking about U.S. President Barack
Obama or saying that China was “not a threat” to Russia.

As for the Valdai Club itself, the organizers presented far-reaching plans to reform the program to the
participants. Apart from specialized mini-sessions on regional issues, which were introduced last year and the
Valdai Index presented for the first time this year, the group decided to introduce a fixed membership, elect an
international advisory board and eventually create a parallel foundation to raise money and fund specific
research projects to be published under the Valdai brand name. The annual conference will also be moved from
September to June.



